The Baghdad Zoo Rescue:
A Tal e of Conpassion

Overvi ew

Qur relationship with animals is an essential aspect of
bei ng human. During tinmes of conflict, human actions have a
significant inpact on the animal world. In this | esson

students will learn about the rescue of the animals at the
Baghdad Zoo during the United States invasion of Iraq. They
will listen to a podcast featuring environnentalist and

ani mal conservationi st Lawence Anthony, wite in journals,
sumari ze and synt hesize informati on and create a cl ass
mur al .

G ade Level: 6-12

Subj ect :

Language Arts, Arts, History
Learni ng Objectives:

Students will do the foll ow ng:

brai nstorm i deas

engage in small-group and whol e- group di scussi on
conduct Internet research

summari ze and synthesize information

respond to witing journal pronpts

listen to a podcast

create a class nural

Learning Activities
Bui | di ng Backgr ound
Activity One: Who Cares About the Aninmals?
The purpose of this activity is to help students devel op

backgr ound know edge about the human inpact on animals
during times of conflict.

1. Ask your class to brainstormresponses to the foll ow ng
guesti on:



VWhat happens to animals during tinmes of war and
conflict?

Record students’ responses on the board.

Tell the class that they are going to | earn about how
environnment al i st and conservationi st Law ence Ant hony was
involved in the rescue of the animals fromthe Baghdad Zoo
in the wake of the United States invasion of Iraqg. Read
aloud the brief introduction to this story on the follow ng
website:

http://ww. | aw enceant hony. co. za/ News. aspx?ti d=7. Ask
students to share their responses to what they read, and
have them generate a |ist of questions they have about the
rescue. Post the list to use as a shared resource for
subsequent | esson activities.

2. Divide the class into small groups. Tell the students
they are going to research information about Law ence

Ant hony’ s book entitled Babylon's Ark: The Incredible
Warti me Rescue of the Baghdad Zoo. Tell the students that
they nmust find and summarize an article about the book or a
review of the book. Sonme possible sources include the
fol |l ow ng:

http://ww. paravi ew. com ant hony/
http://ww. t hul at hul a. conf baghdad. ht m
http://search. barnesandnobl e. coml booksear ch/i sbnl nquir
y.asp?z=y&EAN=9780312358327&i t N2

http://ww. cbsnews. com stories/ 2007/ 04/ 29/ sunday/ mai n2
739181 page?2.shtm

Provide time for each group to share its sumaries with the
entire class.

Steps for Learning

Activity One: Podcast
The purpose of this activity is to provide students with an
opportunity to listen to a podcast and summari ze,
synt hesi ze and eval uate i nfornation.

1. Divide the class into snmall groups. Provide each group
with a copy of the “Podcast Revi ew handout below. As a
class, listen to the National Public Radi o broadcast
entitled “Author Describes Rescue of Baghdad's Zoo Ani nal s”
at



http://ww. npr.org/tenpl ates/story/story. php?storyl d=775756
8. Cick on “Listen Now. " \Wen the podcast is conplete, ask
the students to conplete the handout. Lead a cl ass

di scussi on based on the students’ responses.

Answer the questions below after you listen to the podcast.
What was Lawrence Anthony’s first reaction?
Descri be how the animals were traunati zed.
How did this situation make you feel ?
How di d Ant hony nake a connection with the ani mal s?
What tasks did Anthony feel needed to be done?
Who got involved in helping the ani mal s?
What did they do?
What surprised you the nost?
How di d peopl e cone together?

Whay do you think people rallied around the cause of
hel pi ng the ani mal s?

How did Anthony find food for the zoo ani nal s?
What does Anthony think about zoos in general?

Why do you think people cane to view the ani mals and
clap and cheer for the animals that were rescued from



the zoo?

VWhere are the rescued ani mals now?

Activity Two: Journal Witing
The purpose of this activity is to provide students with an
opportunity to reflect on what they | earned fromlistening
to the podcast.

1. Ask the students to respond in witing journals to the
foll ow ng pronpt:

Lawr ence Anthony was watching the fall of Baghdad on
TV fromthe relative confort of Thula Thula in April
2003 when he realised that he, of all people on earth,
was going to do what he could to rescue the animals of
Baghdad. He says:

St andi ng out there on that magnificent African starlit
ni ght, watching nmy el ephants contentedly show ng off

t heir progeny, | decided for once | was not going to
be a bystander. Enough was enough. It was tine for ne
to make a stand, even if | fail ed.

Sour ce:
http://charl otteotter.wordpress. coni 2007/ 11/ 02/ why -
animal s-matter/

What do you think inspired Lawence Anthony’s rescue
efforts?

Divide the class into small groups, and invite students to
share their responses. Ask for volunteers to share the
results of their small-group discussion with the entire

cl ass.

The Baghdad Zoo Rescue Mural
The purpose of this activity is to provide students with an
opportunity to create a dramatic artistic response to what
t hey | earned about the rescue of the animals in the Baghdad
Zoo.



1. Tell the students that they are going to create a cl ass
mural dramatizing the rescue of the aninmals at the Baghdad
Zoo and their response to this event. Have each group
create one panel of the nural. Tell the students to review
their handouts and their witing journals to hel p them
devel op ideas for the nural. Invite others in the schoo
and community to view the students’ work.

Activity One: The Berlin Zoo

1. Ask your students to conduct research on the events that
occurred at the Berlin Zoo during Wrld War 11. The
followi ng website is a good place to begin research
http://ww. zoo- berlin.de/en/understand/ about-the-zo00. ht n

Invite the students to share what they learn with their
cl assmat es.

Activity Two: Animal Care Efforts

1. Ask your students to research efforts that are being
made to help aninmals across the world. Sonme excel |l ent
sources include the foll ow ng:

El ephant Art & Conservation Project
http://ww. el ephantart. com cat al og/ about us. php

Canbodi an Wil dlife Rescue
http://ww. canbodi anwi | dl i f er escue. org/

Invite the students to share what they learn with their
cl assmat es.

Activity Three: Letter Witing

1. Ask your students to wite a letter to the editor of a
newspaper explaining why it is inportant to care about
animals in the mddle of a conflict. Invite the students to



share their letters with their cl assnmates.

Nat i onal Educati on St andards
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READI NG

St andard 7.

Uses reading skills and strategies to understand and
interpret a variety of informational texts

http://ww. ntrel . org/ conpendi um st andar dDet ai | s. asp?subj ect
| D=7&st andar dl D=7

Level 111 (G ades 6-38)

1. Uses reading skills and strategies to understand a
variety of informational texts (e.g., electronic texts;

t ext books; bi ographi cal sketches; directions; essays;
primary source historical docunents, including letters and
diaries; print nedia, including editorials, news stories,
periodi cal s, and nmagazi nes; consumer, workplace, and public
docunents, including catal ogs,technical directions,
procedures, and bus routes)

3. Sunmarizes and paraphrases information in texts (e.g.,
arranges information in chronol ogical, |ogical, or
sequential order; conveys main ideas, critical details, and
under |l yi ng neani ng; uses own words or quoted materials;
preserves author’s perspective and voi ce)

Level 1V (Grades 9-12)

1. Uses reading skills and strategies to understand a
variety of informational texts (e.g., textbooks,

bi ographi cal sketches, letters, diaries, directions,
procedur es, nagazi nes, essays, primary source historical
docunents, editorials, news stories, periodicals, catalogs,
job-related materials, schedul es, speeches, nenoranda,
publ i ¢ docunents, maps)



VRI TI NG
St andard 4.
Gat hers and uses information for research purposes

http://ww. ntrel.org/ conpendi uni st andar dDet ai | s. asp?subj ect
| D=7&st andar dl D=4

Level 11l (G ades 6-38)

3. Uses a variety of resource materials to gather
information for research topics (e.g., magazines,
newspapers, dictionaries, schedules, journals, phone
directories, globes, atlases, al manacs, technol ogi cal
sour ces)

Level 1V (Grades 9-12)

2. Uses a variety of print and el ectronic sources to gather
information for research topics (e.g., news sources such as
magazi nes, radi o, television, newspapers; government
publications; mcrofiche; telephone information services;
dat abases; field studies; speeches; technical docunents;
periodi cals; Internet)

ARTS CONNECTI ONS

St andard 1.

Under st ands connecti ons anong the various art fornms and

ot her disciplines

http://ww. ntrel.org/ conpendi um st andar dDet ai | s. asp?subj ect
| D=9&st andar dl D=1

Level 1V (Grades 9-12)

1. Knows ways in which various arts nmedia can be integrated

H STORI CAL UNDERSTANDI NG

Standard 2. Understands the historical perspective
http://ww. ntrel.org/ conpendi um st andardDet ai | s. asp?subj ect
| D=3&st andar dl D=2




Level 1V (Grades 9-12)

5. Understands that the consequences of hunman intentions
are influenced by the neans of carrying them out

WWORKI NG W TH OTHERS

St andard 1.

Contributes to the overall effort of a group

http://ww. ntrel.org/ conpendi um Benchmar k. asp?Subj ect | D=22&
St andar dl D=1

Level 1V (Grade K-12)



